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GENERAL INFORMATION  

COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a new virus.  There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. At this 

point, the best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed to the virus that causes it.  Stopping the spread of the 

virus through everyday practices and avoiding exposure to the virus is the best way to keep people healthy.   

There are 56 active cases of COVID-19 in Texas distributed in the counties listed below: 

• Bell (1) 

• Bexar (3) 

• Brazoria (2) 

• Collin (6) 

• Dallas (8) 

• El Paso (1) 

• Fort Bend (9) 

• Galveston (1) 

• Gregg (1) 

• Harris (10) 

• Hays (1) 

• Lavaca (1) 

• Matagorda (1) 

• Montgomery (3) 

• Smith (4) 

• Tarrant (3) 

• Travis (1) 

 

Officials are expecting the number of cases to increase. The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) has 

prioritized protecting those that are high risk populations which includes older adults and individuals who have severe 

underlying chronic medical conditions that weaken the immune system such as heart disease, diabetes, cancer, or lung 

disease. The most effective way to avoid the spread of the disease is to practice healthy habits listed below and limit 

exposure through social interactions.  

• stay home when sick;  

• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your elbow;  

• wash your hands as frequently as possible;  

• if you cover your mouth or nose with your hand, avoid touching other objects;  

• frequently touched objects such as door knobs, toys, and light switches should be sanitized regularly;  

• avoid putting your hands in your eyes, ears, nose, or mouth;  

• do not share cups, eating utensils, drinks, towels, toothbrushes, etc.  

• use disinfectants to clean classrooms and households regularly; wipe down tables and desks, etc 

FAQ 

Please see answers to general questions provided below: 

Q:  How long will schools be closed?  

A:  We are unable to give an exact answer to this question at this time. The BISD Board will meet weekly to review 

the most current information available and determine the status of school operations for the next week.  The 

status of school operations will be posted on the BISD Homepage and BISD Facebook Page.  

Q:  What all has been cancelled?  

A:  All school-related events, including sports practices, academic contests, theater rehearsals and contests, 

volunteer activities, field trips, and prom have been postponed until further notice. Dates to resume activities 

will be determined once the District resumes operations and in accordance with hosting agencies such as U.I.L.   

Q:  How long will school practices and events be cancelled?  

A:  All school-related practices, events, and competitions will remain cancelled for the duration that the District is 

closed. 
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FAQ-Continued 

Please see answers to general questions provided below: 

Q:  Why are things being cancelled?  

A:  The Center for Disease Control has advised that the most effective way to prevent the spread of COVID-19 is to 

avoid exposure to the disease. Thus, the CDC has recommended “social distancing” to the greatest extent 

possible. While our students are not a high-risk population, individuals they come in contact with such as staff 

members, grandparents, and infant siblings may be.   

Q:  Will we have to make-up the days missed?  

A:  This is currently undetermined.  Under current guidelines from the Texas Education Agency, BISD would be 

required to attend school on the two make-up days scheduled on our calendar for May 28 & 29, and then 

would be allowed to apply for a waiver for additional minutes of instruction that have been missed. However, 

this is a nation-wide pandemic, so other parameters may be put in place as the circumstances evolve.  

Q:  Will my child still have to take the STAAR Test this year?  

A:  No. Governor Abbott has waived the administration of all state-based assessments for the 2019-2020 school 

year.  

Q:  Will this impact my child’s ability to graduate or move on to the next grade level?  

A:  No.  The Commissioner of Education has universally waived the 90% attendance requirement.  This means that 

students will not be penalized for the instruction missed during the time of the school closure.  Additionally, the 

Texas Education Code includes provisions for Individual Graduation Committees.  If a student was relying on the 

Spring 2020 administration of required “End of Course” (EOC) Exams, a committee will convene to review 

individual progress and demonstration of mastery of intended TEKS and course work to determine graduation.  

Q:  Does my child have to do any schoolwork during this time away from school?  

A:  Yes. The Texas Education Agency has made it very clear that districts are required to provide “continuity of 

instruction” during the period of school closure. Students participation in the learning activities designed to be 

completed remotely may be considered when making determinations regarding students’ overall level of 

mastery of required content and skills for the 2019-2020 school year.   Please see the HEALTH ALERTS tab at 

www.bellvilleisd.org for online learning resources. Low-Tech learning tools will also be available for students and 

parents at campus offices if our district closure lasts beyond one week.  

Q:  How will this impact teacher and staff pay?  

A:  Salaried and hourly employees will continue to be paid during the extended break in accordance with Board 

Policy DEA(LOCAL) pertaining to an emergency closure. 
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